
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Please remember that even though spring is right around the corner, we still get snow in March!  It will continue to 

be cold and wet most days, so please make sure your child comes to school with boots, snow pants, hats and gloves.  

When kids stay warm outside during recess, they come back into the building ready to learn and with less issues 

for the rest of the day. 

When we return from our spring break, preparations for our Forward testing will begin.  The Forward Exam is for 

all third, fourth and fifth grade students, and testing will begin each day for the entire month of April.  It is 

important that our students are present as much as possible in April and that they start the day with a positive 

mindset so testing goes smoothly and students do their best on these exams.  Results will not be available until the  

summer and will be mailed home as soon as they are received. 

The end of the school year will be here before we know it, so please e-mail or call with any questions or concerns. 

 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART NEWS 

A HUGE thanks to everyone who participated in the American Heart Association’s Kids Heart 

Challenge!  We had 40 students register for this event, and $4,087.00 was raised!  The three 

students who raised the most money were:  first place - Ryleigh C., and tied for second place were 

Cadence L. and Drew S.  Because of their hard work, Ryleigh will spend an entire day with 

Ms. Ganser assisting her with gym class, and Cadence and Drew will spend a half day.  CONGRATULATIONS!   

The three classes who raised the most money were:  first place - Mrs. Garbe’s kindergarten class.  They raised a 

total of $1,656.67!  The class also earned a popcorn and movie party.  The second place was Mrs. Lehman’s third 

grade class for raising a total of $324.74, and Miss Verkruysse’s fourth grade class for raising $277.55! 

Because the school reached its goal of raising $4,000.00 for the American Heart Association Kids Heart Challenge, 

we will have a school dance on Friday, March 10, from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  This dance is for Franklin families only.  All 

students must be accompanied by a parent/guardian, and the parent/guardian must stay at the dance with their 

child. 

 

 

 



SLEEP AND HEALTH 

Sleep is essential for a healthy life.  Adequate sleep at night contributes to a student’s overall 

health and well-being.  Students should get the proper amount of sleep to help stay focused and  

improve concentration as well as academic performance. 

According to the CDC, children and adolescents who do not get enough sleep have a higher risk for 

health problems, including obesity, type two diabetes, poor mental health, and injuries.  They are also more likely 

to have attention and behavior problems, which can contribute to poor academic performance in school. 

The American Academy of Sleep Medicine recommends the following amount of quality sleep for children and 

adolescents: 

 3-5 years 10 to 13 hours per 24 hours (including naps) 

 6-12 years        9 to 12 hours per 24 hours 

 13-18 years  8 to 10 hours per 24 hours 

 Here are some healthy sleep tips to help achieve that goal: 

 Model and encourage habits that help promote good sleep. 

 Dim lighting in the evening. 

 Implement a media and screen curfew.  

 Create a consistent pre-bedtime routine (including the weekends). 

 Keep the bedroom cool, dark, and quiet. 

   

CHANGES TO THE STATE OF WISCONSIN IMMUNIZATION LAW 

On February 1, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services announced changes to the required vaccines for 

school-aged children that are in effect for the 2023-24 school year: 

 Tdap vaccine, which was previously required for students entering sixth grade, will instead be required 

prior to the start of seventh grade. 

 A meningococcal vaccine (specifically a MenACWY-containing vaccine) will now be required prior to the 

start of seventh grade with a booster required prior to entering 12th grade. 

 Exemptions to the varicella vaccine (chicken pox) by a parent reporting a history of their child having 

chicken pox will no longer be allowed.  Written documentation by a medical provider indicating the child had 

chicken pox will be required. 

 There were no changes to previous vaccine requirements for entry to kindergarten. 

As always, immunization waivers are available in the school offices and on the Manitowoc Public School District 

website for parents opting to not have their child receive the required vaccines. 

 

SPRING CONCERT 

Be sure to mark your calendars for Tuesday, May 16, for the spring concert, which will feature our third, 

fourth, and fifth grade students.  The concert will be held at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

 

YOUTH ART MONTH 

Several of our Franklin students will proudly represent Franklin School with artwork they have on 

display at the Rahr West Art Museum during Youth Art Month.  Please come see all of the beautiful 

artwork from the talented students of the Manitowoc Public School District!  Our second graders will 

visit the art exhibit on Thursday, March 30. 

 

 

 



ATTENDANCE 

All students are expected to be in attendance each day school is in session.  Reasons for which a student may be 

absent are illness, family emergencies, medical or dental appointments, recognized cultural observances or services, 

or trips with parents.  If your child is absent, please call our attendance line at (920) 663-9509.  This will allow you 

to leave a message at any time.  If a call is not received by 8:30 a.m., the office personnel will call you to verify the 

absence.  A child will be considered tardy if they do not arrive school by 8:15 a.m.  

 

NATIONAL SCHOOL BREAKFAST WEEK  

To encourage more families to take advantage of the healthy choices available with school 

breakfast, Manitowoc elementary schools will celebrate National School Breakfast Week 

(NSBW) March 6-10, 2023.  The campaign theme, “DIG IN to School Breakfast,” reminds the 

entire school community that healthy breakfast options available at school provide an energizing start to the day  

for students.  

Studies show that students who eat school breakfast are more likely to reach higher levels of achievement in 

reading and math; score higher on standardized tests; have better concentration and memory; be more alert; and  

maintain a healthy weight. 

School nutrition professionals and students will be encouraged to show their enthusiasm for school breakfast as 

the District celebrates NSBW with special menus, activities and more.  Our goal is to promote healthy meals and 

engage students by promoting a nutritious and delicious school breakfast program. 

 

PTA NOTES 

 July marks a new term for PTA board members, and we need YOU!  We need YOU for vice president!  

Did you always want to be involved in your children’s school, but you’re just not ready to take the 

lead?  Then the vice president position has your name written all over it!  You will team with the 

president and learn all the ins/outs of being a part of decision-making and event planning.  You will be 

the president’s “right hand” to help the president get things done.  You’ll be like a super hero’s 

sidekick, but without the costume! (Unless you want to dress up – no judgement here!)  (Credit to Birmingham  

Elementary School PTA) 

We are still collecting box tops!  Whenever you go grocery shopping and buy products that have box 

tops, please scan your receipt.  There is no more clipping or cutting.  All you need to do is submit 

your digital receipts in the box tops app.  Simply tap “Scan” on the home screen, choose the digital 

receipt option, find Franklin Elementary and done!  We also collect Coke caps.  The bucket is on the 

table outside the office. 

Spirit sticks will be for sale in the gym during lunch on Wednesday, March 15.  Franklin School and the 

PTA will post the March spirit sticks that will be for sale on their Facebook pages, and an Infinite  

Campus message will be sent out to all families. 

Our next PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 15, at 6:00 p.m. in the library.  The 

superintendent will be present to introduce himself and to discuss the referendum.  Even if you are not a 

PTA member, we encourage you to attend this meeting and ask any unanswered questions you may have for the 

superintendent.  Babysitting services will be provided courtesy of the Lincoln High School Key Club members. 

   

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



MARCH DATES TO REMEMBER 

March 9 Orchestra large group rehearsal, 7:30-8:05 a.m. 

March 10 School dance, gym, 5:00-7:00 p.m.  (Parents/guardians must accompany and stay with their 

  child at the dance!) 

March 12 Daylight Saving Time begins 

March 15 Spirit stick sale – during lunch in the gym 

 PTA meeting, library, 6:00 p.m. (free childcare is provided) 

March 16 Band large group rehearsal, 7:30-8:05 a.m. 

March 20 First day of spring 

March 20-24 NO SCHOOL – SPRING BREAK!  

March 30 Orchestra large group rehearsal, 7:30-8:05 a.m.  

 2nd grade field trip to Rahr West Art Museum, 12:30-2:15 p.m.  

March 31 End of third quarter (full day of school for students!) 

 

 

 

 


